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Attaining

Pursue Educational 

Opportunities



My Dream: 

Going Back to School

– It had been 13 years!

– Completed some college at Snow and 

SLCC (in 1995-96)

– AP credits

– Needed financial aid

– Knew what degrees I wanted



Success!

Getting started was a 

lot more work than I 

expected. 

May, 2012 graduated 

BA in History from 

University of Utah. 

2013 Masters degree



Thank You!

Couldn’t have done it 

without good records 

managers:

• Cottonwood High

• Snow, SLCC

• University of Utah

Kendra Yates graduating with BA in history, 2012



Administrative Value

– Student Records

– Registration

– Performance

– Special needs, Health, Behavior 

– Transfer

– Graduation

– Military/College/University

– Job applications



Administrative and Fiscal 

Value

– School Records

– Policies 

– Finances

– Staff

– Curriculum

– Services and events

– Facility maintenance

– Track visitors



Does the way that you manage 

records impact the way your 

institution runs?

Poor records management = 

difficulties administering, 

developing, & supervising

Amanchukwu, Rose Ngozi, and Nwachukwu Prince Ololube. "Excellent School Records Behaviour for Effective 
Management of Educational Systems." Human Resource Management Research 5, no. 1 (2015): 12-17. 
doi:10.5923/j.hrmr.20150501.02.



Gaining

Become a Citizen



Their Dreams

Denise Womack-Avila / flickr.com

Butler Elementary Fourth Grade, 1938
http://cottonwoodheights.utah.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=109778&pageId=207347

http://cottonwoodheights.utah.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=109778&pageId=207347


Their Dreams

Immigrants take US citizenship oath in Utah capitol, 2016
http://kutv.com/news/local/gallery/150-people-become-us-citizens-in-ceremony-at-utah-state-capitol

http://kutv.com/news/local/gallery/150-people-become-us-citizens-in-ceremony-at-utah-state-capitol


Claiming

Prove Residency



Radiation Exposure 

Compensation Act (1990):

a.k.a. Downwinder Claims

Atomic explosion at Nevada Test Site, 1950s
https://www.neh.gov/news/nuclear-nevada

Uranium Ore



Radiation Exposure 

Compensation Act:

a.k.a. Downwinder Claims

https://www.justice.gov/civil/common/reca

https://www.justice.gov/civil/common/reca


School Districts in Affected 

Counties Use School Records

Merrie Jo Smith and Scott Bassett from Millard County 
School District searching in historic roll books



Records from schools 

provide proof of residency

– Transcripts if graduated

– Roll books for all others

– Search page-by-page

– Cursive

– Private records

– Certify authenticity



Legal Value

– Prove residency

– Prove identity

– Verify claims

– Gain U.S. citizenship



Discovering

Research  Professional 

Publication



BECOMING

PABLO 

O’HIGGINS

Author Susan Vogel 

used Salt Lake City 

school records to 

research her 

biography about Paul 

O’Higgins. 



BORN PAUL STEVENSON HIGGINS 
MARCH 5,1904



Pablo O’Higgins’ self portrait

http://www.garuyo.com/arte-y-cultura/pablo-o-higgins-exposicion-museo-mural-diego-rivera





San Diego Art Academy
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East High School
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Brick Makers 

by Pablo 

O’Higgins

From “Mexican 

People” portfolio.

Image owned by Fine 

Arts Museums of San 

Francisco

http://art.famsf.org/pablo-

o%E2%80%99higgins/brick-makers-mexican-people-

portfolio-1960726710

http://art.famsf.org/pablo-o%E2%80%99higgins/brick-makers-mexican-people-portfolio-1960726710
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Hawaii mural 1952



Ballad of the 

Monopolist 

Butchers and 

Ballad of the 

Tenants’  

Calavera

Front page by Pablo O’Higgins

Image owned by Philadelphia 
Museum of Art

http://www.philamuseum.org/collections/permanent/67551.html?mul
R=1265643591|3



Questing

Connect with Past 

Generations



Thayer Clark Barrus

(aka Grandpa Barrowes)

– When my mom was a baby, her dad 

was a high school music teacher

– Struggled to get musical instruments 

for his students



Band and Orchestra Class



Band and Orchestra Class



Thayer Clark Barrus

(aka Grandpa Barrowes)

– Lived in barracks…

behind barbed wire fences



Central Utah Relocation Center: 

Topaz Internment Camp

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dramamineboy/6342825341/in/photostream/

Sentry Tower, Topaz, UT

BrookLynn Yates in a replica of the barracks, 
2015, Topaz Museum



Topaz High School

1944 Yearbook













‘44 Ramblings yearbook staff



Students at the high school

https://collections.lib.utah.edu/details?id=341351&q=%2A&page=5&rows=25&fd=title_t%2Csetname_s
%2Ctype_t&gallery=0&facet_setname_s=tc_%2A#t_341351

Topaz High School

1942-1945



https://www.pinterest.com/SteveCone/hist-ww-ii-pt-3/

https://japaneseinternmentmemories.wordpress.com/







Topaz High School

1942-1945

– What about student records?

– State Office of Education + War 

Relocation Authority = federal records

https://twitter.com/apacurator/status/604007239020613634

https://twitter.com/apacurator/status/604007239020613634


Historic Value

– Scholarly research

– Family connections

– Community identity

– Historical context



Doing

Enable dreamers, citizens, 

victims, survivors, researchers, 

seekers, and builders.



Thank You!

(L to R: Nova Dubovik, Rosemary Cundiff, Kendra Yates, Rae Gifford, 
Rebekkah Shaw, Renée Wilson, Lorianne Ouderkirk



Kendra Yates – 801-531-3866, kendrayates@utah.gov

*Rae Gifford – 801-531-3836, rgifford@utah.gov
*Education record analyst

*Rosemary Cundiff – 801-531-3858, rcundiff@utah.gov
*Government Records Ombudsman

Lorianne Ouderkirk – 801-531-3860, louderkirk@utah.gov

Rebekkah Shaw – 801-531-3851, rshaw@utah.gov

Renée Wilson – 801-531-3842, reneewilson@utah.gov

Nova Dubovik – 801-531-3834, ndubovik@utah.gov
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